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R e :  W e s t  R i d q e  M i n e  -  a d d i t i o n  o f  S t a t e  L e a s e s  M o d i f i c a t i o n

I  had p lanned on  send. ing  an  e-mai l ,  bu t  wou l -d  you pre fer  an  o f f i c ia l

l e t t e r ?

S ince  t h i s  p roposa l  i s  no t  connec ted  t o  a  f ede ra l  ac t i on ,  t he re  i s  no  need

t o  c o n d u c t  s e c t i o n  7  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  I  d o  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p r o g r a m ' s

e f f o r t . s  t o  conse rve  t h rea tened  and  endange red  spec ies ,  and  be l - i eve  t haL

you r  eva lua t . i on  p rocess  he lps  you  t o  avo id  t ake  o f  l i s t ed  spec ies  unde r

s e c t i o n  g  o f  t h e  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c E ,  w h i c h  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  p e r s o n s ,  n o t

i u s t  f e d e r a l  e n t i t i e s .

As such,  the  prov is ions  fo r  T&E spec ies  in  genera l  and fo r  the  ba ld  eag le

in the Technical  Memorandum for the West Ridge Mine provide conservat ion

measures  fo r  l i s ted  spec ies  tha t  w i I I  he lp  avo id  take .

For  c la r i t y ,  I  recommend you rev ise  the  d iscuss ion  on  dep le t ions  to  the

C o l o r a d o  R i v e r  s y s t e m  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

A 1 1  d e p l e t i o n s  a s s o c j - a L e d  w i t h  a  f e d e r a l  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e

consu l - t a t i on
D e p l e t i o n s  o f  1 O O  a c r e  f e e t  o r  l - e s s  ( s m a l l -  d e p l e t i o n )  n e e d  t o

und "e rgo  consu l t a t . i on  and  be  repo r ted  (by  t he  l oca l  FWS Eco log i - ca l

Se rv i ces  O f f i ce  -  us )  Uo  t . he  Co lo rado  R i ve r  F i sh  Recove ry

Imp lemen ta t i on  P rog ram (P rog ram)  .

Dep le t i ons  ove r  1OO ac re  f ee t  ( l a rge  dep le t i on )  need  to  unde rgo

consu l t a t i on ,  be  repo rLed ,  and  make  a  paymen t  ( se t  annua l l y )  t o  t he

Prog ram.

As  an  Fy I ,  he re  a re  t he  k i nds  o f  t h i ngs  ou r  o f f i ce  i s  r equ i red  t o  repo r t . ,

o n  a  q u a r t e r l y  b a s i s :

F o r  s m a ] 1  d e p l e t i o n s  ( 1 0 0  a c r e - f e e t  o r  L e s s )  :

Number of  consul- tat ions
T o t a l  a c r e - f e e t  c o n s u l t e d  o n

F o r  l a r g e  d e p l e t i o n s  ( g r e a t e r  t h a n  1 0 0  a c r e - f e e t )  :

Agency

Pro jec t  name

App l i can t  name  and  add ress

S t .a te

R ive r

BO f i na l -  da te

A c r e - f e e t  o f  n e w  d e p l e t i o n

A c r e - f e e t  o f  h i s t o r i c  d e P l e t i o n

One o ther  th ing  to  s to re  away fo r  fu tu re  d iscuss ion  is  t .he  t .ake  proh ib i t lon

o f  s e c t i o n  g  o f  t h e  E S A .  S i n c e  y o u r  p r o g r a m  i s  s o  p r o a c L i v e ,  I  t h i n k  w e ' 1 1

b e  a b l e  t o  a v o i d  i t ,  b u t  i f  y o u r  a n a l y s e s  e v e r  p r e d i c t  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e



unavo idab le  on  pr iva te  o r  s ta te  parce ls ,  we
s tar t  work inq  on  a  Hab i ta t  Conserva t ion  P l -an

should get
(HcP )  .

together ASAP to

Hope th is  i s  what  you need.

T a k e  c a r e ,

D iana M.  Whi t t  j -ng ton

U S F W S ,  E c o l o g i c a l  S e r v i c e s
Energy and Migrat .ory Bird Lead
2369 West .  Or ton  C i rc l -e
W e s t  V a l l e y  C i t y ,  U T  8 4 1 1 9
p h :  8 o r / 9 7 5 - 3 3 3 0  x  ] - 2 8
f x :  8 a 1 /  9 7 5 -  3 3 3  1

" I n  G o d  w e  t r u s t ,  a l l  o t h e r s  n e e d  d a t a


